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THE ULTIMATE HOME
HANGOUT FOR SUPERFANS

Wi’ TOTALLY WATERPROOF TV: AQUATIC AV'S WIRELESS 17-INCH SCREEN FOR WET SPACES
‘ LIGHT FANTASTIC: HOW LIGHTING CONTROL SYSTEMS TRANSFORM ORDINARY ROOMS
PLASMA PERFECTION: PIONEER ELITE’S ASTOUNDING KURO 60-INCH FLAT-PANEL TV
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SOUND,
EVOLVED

GALLO ACOUSTICS’ NUCLEUS
REFERENCE 5 LS IS A POWERHOUSE IN
A PRETTY PACKAGE. > BY STEVE GUTTENBERG

Music, in performance, is a type
of sculpture. The air in the per-
Sformance is sculpted into some-
thing—Frank Zappa

oo bad Zappa

didn’t live long

enough to hear

Anthony Gal-

lo  Acoustics’

new Nucleus Reference 5
LS speaker. Its Gallo’s most
technically ambitious effort
to date, and for a company
that made its reputation pio-
neering spherical speakers,
that’s really something. The
Nucleus Reference 5 LS is
empathically modern, vyet
destined to become a classic.
The LS in the name refers

to the speaker’ “line source”
array of tweeters, midranges,
and rear-mounted subwoof-

The Nucleus Reference 5 LS
uses a driver configuration
known as a line array, which
employs many tweeters and mid-
ranges in Drder to create consis-
tent, smooth dispersion of sound

Jfrom top to bottom.

ers that project sound in such
a way as to minimize reflec-
tions off the ceiling and floor
while increasing lateral dis-
persion. This configuration
results in a massive sound,
projected with exacting im-
aging focus. Play Zappa’s Yel-
low Shark and you can pick
out every instrument in the
26-piece Ensemble Modern
orchestra. Shark is one of my
favorite Zappa CDs and it
never sounded as fully real-
ized and “sculpted” as it does
here in Anthony Gallo’s liv-
ing room, played through his
latest creation.

Gallo spent two years de-
signing and refining the Nu-
cleus Reference 5 LS silver
foil cylindrical tweeter, 4-
inch carbon fiber midrange
driver, and 4-inch aluminum
subwoofer. Wait a second—
the midrange and subwoofer
drivers are exactly the same
size. How can that be? Gallo
explains: “It’s not just a small
woofer, but a bona-fide sub-
woofer driver. It has an over-
sized four-layer voice coil”
That big voice coil lets it
handle a lot more power, and
the hard-anodized alumi-
num cone was intentionally
designed to be too heavy to







